HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN ?
badly, the shipbuilding industry has had cause to
complain, and only the iron and steel industry is doing
well.
New industries have since developed and the
number of workers employed in them is beginning to
rival the number of those employed in the older indus-
tries. The following industries have experienced the
greatest increase in the number of workers employed
since the end of the World War : artificial silk,
electricity, motors, building materials, furniture, the
food and drink trades. If the number of workers
employed is taken as a measure of relative importance
Great Britain's industries would be then listed as
follows: coal-mining, engineering, cotton, printing
and publishing, motors, wool.
The old key industries have seen their absolute and
relative importance decline. New industries are grow-
ing up. We have already pointed out that this
development is of particular importance for Great
Britain because the old key industries were chiefly
export industries whilst the new industries are not,
so that as a result the export trade of the country has
suffered. However, this development does not mean
that absolutely less is being produced in Great Britain
to-day as compared with the pre-war period. It
would be a great mistake to believe this. On the whole
British industry to-day is capable of greater productive
performances than before, and in the event of war its
total productive capacity would be greater than it was
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